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him.  Seeing the appreciation 

on his face, proved what a 

valuable gift these shoeboxes 

are to the children who receive 

them." 

  

Words and photo by Helen 

Lisney 

Humphrey's Big 

Surprise! 

Liberia 

 

‘What’s this?!’ thought 

Humphrey, as he opened his 

gift box one Saturday in 

February in the school at 

Harber village, on the 

Firestone rubber plantation. 

He pulled out a jelly-like 

object with lots of tentacles 

and began inspecting it. It 

had a nice feel to it, but 

seemed a little odd. 

Humphrey was about to put 

it down to explore the rest of 

his gifts when a volunteer 

showed Humphrey there was 

more to his jelly-tentacle 

object than met the eye! A 

firm squeeze showed how it 

could blow out into a big 

bubble – amazing! And a 

quick bounce on the table 

and it was all flashing lights 

inside! ‘Now there’s 

something to show off to my 

friends!’ thought Humphrey, 

as friends quickly gathered 

round! 

Outside the school building 

Humphrey’s mum and dad, 

Elijah and Martina, watched 

as their excited children 

came to show off their gifts. 

‘Thank you so much for 

coming to us here’ said 

Elijah, who has worked as a 

driver on the Firestone 

plantation for seven years, ‘it 

means a lot to us!’  

 



You are invited to pack and 

wrap your shoebox at home - 

and make a £2.50 'shipping' 

donation to ensure all the 

shoeboxes get to where they 

need to. 

 

We will have a SHOEBOX 

service in Church on November 

4th an opportunity for you to 

bring your shoeboxes, they will 

be collected from church and 

taken to a central collection 

point on their journey  

 

Don't forget! The deadline for 

getting your shoeboxes done 

for Sandon is November 4th 
 

Last year over 700,000 children 

took part in the programme 

worldwide. Amazing! 

 

Pavel Get his Shoebox 

Belarus 

 

"Before the distribution trip, 

my class of children had made 

a shoebox for a 5-9 year old 

boy.   Even though I felt quite a 

responsibility to give this 

shoebox to the ‘right’ child, I 

had a strong sense that the child 

that received the shoebox 

would choose me, rather than 

me choosing the child, so each 

day on the trip I put the 

shoebox in my rucksack and 

took it out with me waiting for 

that opportunity to happen.   

 

"On the 3rd day of our trip, we 

went to an orphanage.  When 

everyone was sitting and 

waiting for a Christmas 

performance to begin, this little 

boy (Pavel) came out of 

nowhere and decided to sit on 

my lap for the whole time. 

 When it was time to give out 

the shoeboxes, I pointed at my 

shoebox and pointed at Pavel. 

 He kissed my hand, picked up 

the shoebox and grabbed my 

hand to walk down with him 

and with his room-mates to 

their room.   

 

"We had to wait for their room 

to be opened, Pavel was so 

excited that the shoebox was 

nearly opened in the corridor!  I 

later found out that Pavel, aged 

8 had been at the orphanage 4 

years, but had only recently 

started speaking.  He has 

parents, but they don’t visit 

PAULINE PRYOR

BEAUTY THERAPIST
Indian head massage

Manicures / pedicures

Facials / make up

Eye treatments

01245 475477

07979 646126

pauline_pryor@btinternet.com

 

MIJAS GOLF 

COSTA DEL SOL 
 

Three bedroomed house to let. 

Sleeps 7 

Very comfortable 

2 bathrooms and cloakroom. 

Lovely garden 

Swimming pool 

On golf course 

Phone 01245 471242 / 226346 

BUSY WORLD? 

TRY  MASSAGE  THERAPY 

Take time out. Relax tired muscles or 

mind....without the home. Professional 

Masseur with portable couch visits you in 

the comfort of your home 

Kevin Willmott 

M.I.P.T.I.(IRMT &VTCT Dips.  

Tel: 07792 221975 (mobile) 

(01206) 331529 (messages) 
www.townandcountrymassage.co.uk 

James Bryan
OPTICIANS
Your local family

practice

Individual care

and attention by

fully

qualified staff

Please

telephone:

01245 357766

33 The Meadows

Chelmsford

CM2 6FE

 



 

From the Rectory 
 

October 2012 

 

Dear Friends 

 

A recent conversation about the 

village raised some questions about 

our willingness to ‘get involved’ with 

the local community without payment 

but with a degree of commitment. We 

have seen and heard about the impact 

volunteers had in the recent Olympic 

and Paralympic Games.  As one who 

was privileged to attend the Games as 

a spectator I certainly was impressed 

with the volunteer force in the 

Olympic Park, athletes too have 

expressed their appreciation of the 

‘Games makers’.  “What’ll I do now?” 

said one young volunteer from Lee-

on-Sea who had enjoyed it all so 

much.  Even the Prime Minister has 

said he hoped the willingness to be 

engaged in voluntary work will 

continue to grow out of these inspiring 

times.  Most voluntary work involves 

longer term commitment and doesn’t 

enjoy the spectacle of the Olympics, 

it’s far more down to earth.  However, 

the reward is still priceless and it was 

the ongoing effort of many volunteers 

over the last four years that enabled 

athletes to arrive at the Games, to 

reach their goal and in some case to 

exceed their own dreams.  We have 

heard so many say, “If you want 

something, it’s worth working for”. 

 

Why not consider getting involved 

in some form of voluntary work?  

Don’t dismiss the idea too quickly, 

there are many organisations that 

would be grateful of your help.  

The Church is just one of those 

bodies who depend on voluntary 

support.  We are thankful for 

people who help with church 

cleaning, flower arranging, bell 

ringing, church yard maintenance 

and there’ll be more to come.  I’d 

love to hear from you and so would 

other organisations.  There are great 

rewards to be gained from 

volunteering.    

 

Love and best wishes 

Clive 

 
The Revd Clive A. Ashley, Priest in Charge St Andrew’s,

Sandon and St Mary the Virgin, Little Baddow

The Rectory, 25 The Lintons, Sandon,  Chelmsford, 

Essex CM2 7UA  Tel (01245) 243863     

Email cliveashley@btinternet.com 
 

PINTS OF VIEW 

1st October 

8pm @ The Crown 

Sandon
 

 

Sandon, Butts Green and Howe Green 

Village Contacts 
Howe Green URC Minister: Revd. Jon Sermon, 601662 

Sandon Parish Council Chair: Mr Ian Wright 

Parish Clerk: Mrs Sue Dobson, 227734 

Parish Office: Crack Willows, Mayes 

Lane, Sandon  

CM2 7RP 

Sandon Village Hall Chair: Mr Peter Ellis, 222682 

Secretary: Mrs Judy Cecil, 224747 

Caretaker/ Bookings: Mr Steve Turner, 

471575 

Hall Telephone (message facility) 

471970 

Treasurer: Mr Nick Bobeldijk, 471756 

Beaver Cub Leader Mrs Janet Bernardes, 476830 

Brownie Guider Mrs s. Little, 01621 840525 

Girl Guides Ms. J. Ronaldson, 07939 047987 

Cub Scout Leader Mrs J. Blake, 603155 

Group Scout Leader Mr. Neville Paul, 474891 

St Andrew’s Youth 

Fellowship 

Mr Peter Ellis, 222682 

Sandon Women’s 

Institute (W.I) 

Mrs A. Harvey, 474294 

Garden & Allotment 

Assoc.  

Mrs E. Tappin, 476951 

Sports Club Mr G. Lucas (Secretary), 283730 
 

Sandon Church 

Harvest Sunday  

September 30
th

  
We will be launching 

‘Operation Christmas Child’.   

 

On Sunday 30
th
 come to Church 

and collect one of the leaflets to 

help you pack your shoebox!!!!. 

 



  

Saint Andrew’s Parish  

Church Contacts 
Priest-in-Charge The Revd. Clive Ashley, The Rectory, 25 

The Lintons, Sandon, Chelmsford CM2 7UA 

Tel: 01245 243863  Email: 

cliveashley@btinternet.com 

Church Wardens Mr Michael Puffett, 222066 

Mrs Janet Terry, 472997 

PCC Secretary Mr Richard Cecil, 224747 

PCC Treasurer Mr Ian Underwood, 225756 

Child Protection 

Officer 

Mrs Alison Read, 474858 

Electoral Roll Officer Mr David Farrar, 471484 

Organist Mr Ron Woods, 268304 

Flower Arranging 

Team  

Co-ordinator 

Mrs Barbara Underwood, 225756 

Bell Ringing Captain Mr Nick Tovey, 472692 

Tiny Tots Mrs Alison Read, 474858 

Magazine Editor 

(Temporary) 

The Revd. Clive Ashley, as above 

Parochial Church 

Council Members 

Mr Nick Bobeldijk, Mrs Liz Bobeldijk, Mrs 

Judy Cecil, Mr David Farrar 

 

Regular Church  

Activities 
Sundays See front page for all services in Church 

this month 

Tuesdays  10am –Noon Coffee and Chat (St 

Andrew’s Rooms) 

 7.45pm Bell ringing practice (newcomers 

welcome) 

Wednesdays 1pm – 2.30pm  Tiny Tots (St Andrew’s 

Rooms) 

Fridays 7.30pm -8.30pm Choir practice – new 

comers welcome to join (St Andrew’s 

Rooms) 

 

 

The secret of a good sermon is to have 

a good beginning and a good ending; 

and to have the two as close together 

as possible  

George Burns 

  

 
 

SANDON OPEN 

GARDENS 
 

Despite the gloomy start with the 

weather, the rain held off and the sun 

shone.  A record number of visitors 

flocked to the 3rd Open Gardens day 

held in aid of Farleigh Hospice and 

thanks to the householders who 

opened their gardens, the fantastic 

Barbecue on the Village Green and 

the Classic Car display at Butts Green 

a magnificent £5100.83 was raised. 

 

The event was attended by the Mayor 

of Chelmsford City Councillor Bob 

Shepherd MBE and his wife Doreen 

who visited all of the 18 gardens 

which were open.  In the afternoon a 1 

hour performance was given by The 

Royal British Legion Youth Band 

Brentwood who gave a fabulous 

performance on the Village Green.  

 

It is hoped that the event will be held 

again next year. 

Come and be part of

the gospel 

choir
Sandon Parish Church

Next practice 
22nd October 
8pm-9.30pm 

CM2 7RQ 
further details available 

from:
The Revd Clive Ashley 

(01245) 243863 

Recipe of the  Month 

Tuna Curry and Rice 

Heat a little oil in a saucepan. 

Dice an onion and fry in the oil 

until golden. 

Add a dessert spoonful of mild 

curry powder and fry, adding a little 

water to stop it sticking. 



Throw in a dessert spoonful of 

Tomato paste/puree (passata will do). 

Stir and add a little more water to 

create a thick sauce. 

Drain tinned Tuna and add the 

contents to sauce.  Heat through for 

fifteen minutes whilst cooking the 

rice.  Add a large cupful of rice to 

already boiling water, the rice should 

be well covered (add salt to water if 

you prefer, I do).  Bring back to boil 

and then let it simmer, but keep an eye 

on the rice and don’t let it dry out or 

over boil!  *Have a kettle of hot water 

ready. The rice is ready when you can 

just squish it between your fingers.  

Drain in a colander/sieve and wash 

through with cold water. When the 

curry is cooked, rinse the rice in a 

sieve with kettle water.  You’re ready 

to serve rice on the plate with curry on 

top – eat with spoon and fork, no 

knives involved. 

Go on, go on, go on, get 
cooking……… 

Pet Service Sandon

Church

Sunday 14th October
3.30pm – 4.15pm

You are invited

Our giving sustains  

our church building here -  

it is a sacred place dedicated to  

worship, prayer and witness. 

Our giving sustains  

parish clergy across the diocese and 

trains new clergy. 

Our giving sustains  

parish ministry; measured by every 

ill person visited, every 

confirmation course run, every 

assembly taken, every bereaved  

family comforted, every baptism 

celebrated, every sermon preached, 

Eucharist celebrated,  

and person shown the love of Christ 

through our care, comfort and 

compassion. 

Our giving sustains  

mission both here in this diocese of 

Chelmsford, and overseas for 

people we will never meet but 

to whom we are able to give 

practical support. 

 

Your giving is vital.  

If you wish to share in the work of 

this parish church, please respond 

by giving.  For details call the 

Treasurer – Ian Underwood 01245 

225756.

Bakers 

FUNERAL SERVICE 
AND  

MEMORIAL MASONS 
EST. 1878 

An independent Company 

Owned by local people offering a 

Professional, Caring & Dignified Service 

24 hours a day 

 

Contact Andrew Cranvey at: Eves 

Corner Danbury 

Tel: 01245 221100 
Arrangements made at home if required 

 

 

The advantage of a bad 

memory is that one 

enjoys several times the 

same good things for the 

first time. Friedrich 

Nietzsche 

Church Register Entries 
Between the 15

th
 August to the 11

th
 

September 2012 

 

Baptism Register 

Sunday 26th August – Joshua Samuel 

REID  

Wedding Register 

None 

Funerals, Cremations and Burials 

None 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amanda Miles BSc 

(Hons) Ost 

Osteopath 
 

Registered with the General 

Osteopathic Council 

Member of the British Osteopathic 

Association 

 

Osteopathy is a gentle form of 

musculoskeletal treatment that can 

help with: 

muscle & joint pain, tendon 

strains & ligament sprains 

nerve pain including sciatica 

arthritic pain 

headaches caused by neck 

problems 

postural, work related pain 

Flexible appointment times 

including evenings: on site 

parking 

Most private health insurances 

accepted 

Ultrasound & Acupuncture 

available 

9 Oaklea Avenue, Chelmsford, 

Essex CM2 6BY 

Tel: 01245 260320 

 

 

It was such a lovely day I thought it 

a pity to get up.  

W. Somerset Maugham 

 

 

 

 

 



A family business established three 

generations ago for personal service 
 

T.PENNACK & SONS 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

1-3 Maldon Road 

Great Baddow 

CM2 7DW 

 
FOR PERSONAL SERVICE 

ANYTIME 

PHONE 

01245 471157 

or 473005 [night] 

 
National Association of Funeral Directors 

 

Fiona English (Kirkwood)

M.S.S.Ch, M.B.Ch.A

Visiting Chiropodist
Home visits

for an appointment please

telephone

01245 400219

07921 711412

Lee Reynolds
MSSCh MBChA 

Qualified surgical chiropodist 

Surgery and home visits 

Chelmsford and surrounding areas 

Reductions for senior citizens 

Tel: 01245 601040 

Phil’ll Fix It 
Painting & Decorating 
Plumbing, Flat packs 
Small building works 

General Handyman Services 
Tel: 01245 463402 

Mob: 07907 577450 
Email: pcl1254@hotmail.co.uk 

C.K.K.J Boiler 

Services 
Charley Farrugia 

Tel: 01245 362422 
Mobile: 07772 142573 

 

Thomsons
established 1959 

Television  Video   

and Hi-Fi 

AUTHORISED DEALER  
for 

  MITSUBISHI  JVC 
PANASONIC  SONY TOSHIBA 

KENWOOD   TECHNICS 
ROBERTS  PACE 

SALES + SERVICE + RENTALS 

2 High Street, Great Baddow, 
Essex

CM2 7HQ 
TEL: 01245 471465 
FAX: 01245 477528 

 

Church Services

October 2012
St. Mary’s, Little Baddow and St.

Andrew’s, Sandon

Monday 1
st

09.00 Celtic Morning Prayer [St

Andrew’s, Little Baddow]

Tuesday 2
nd

09.15 Holy Communion [S]

Wednesday 3
rd

09.00 Celtic Morning Prayer [S]

Thursday 4
th

Francis of Assisi 1226

08.30 Chelmer Crouch Group

Morning Prayer [Boreham Parish

Church]

10.00 Holy Communion [St Andrew’s, LB]

Sunday 7
th

18
th
SUNDAY after TRINITY

09.15 Parish Eucharist [LB]

11.00 Parish Eucharist [S]

16.00 Messy Church [LB]

Monday 8
th

09.00 Celtic Morning Prayer [St

Andrew’s Chapel, Little

Baddow]

Tuesday 9
th

09.15 Holy Communion [S]

Wednesday 10
th

09.00 Celtic Morning Prayer [S]

Thursday 11
th

08.30 Chelmer Crouch Group

Morning Prayer [S]

10.00 Holy Communion at Spring Cottage,

Colam Lane[LB]

Sunday 14
th

19
th
SUNDAY after TRINITY

08.00 Holy Communion (1662) [S]

09.15 Parish Eucharist [S]

11.00 Parish Eucharist [LB]

15.30 Pet Service [S]

18.30 United Evening Worship [LB URC]

Monday 15
th

Teresa of Avila 1582

09.00 Celtic Morning Prayer [St

Andrew’s, Little Baddow]

Tuesday 16
th

09.15 Holy Communion [S]

Wednesday 17
th

09.00 Celtic Morning Prayer [S]

Thursday 18
th

Luke the Evangelist

08.30 Chelmer Crouch Group

Morning Prayer [LB]

10.00 House Communion at The Fold, High

Pastures [LB]

Sunday 21
st

20
th
SUNDAY after TRINITY

08.00 Holy Communion (1662) [LB]

09.15 Family Service [LB]

11.00 Messy Church [S]

13.00 Baptism [S]

Monday 22
nd

09.00 Celtic Morning Prayer [St

Andrew’s, Little Baddow]

Tuesday 23
rd

09.15 Holy Communion [S]

Wednesday 24
th

09.00 Celtic Morning Prayer [St

Andrew’s, Sandon]

Thursday 25
th

08.30 Chelmer Crouch Group

Morning Prayer [LB]

10.00 House Communion at Nurses

Cottage, North Hill[LB]

Sunday 28
th

BIBLE SUNDAY

09.15 Jubilate Eucharist [S]

11.00 Village Morning Worship [Memorial

Hall, LB] + Shared Lunch

18.30 Evensong [LB]

Monday 29
th

St Simon and St Jude

09.00 Celtic Morning Prayer [St

Andrew’s, Little Baddow]

Tuesday 30
th

09.15 Holy Communion [S]

Wednesday 31
st

Martin Luther 1546

09.00 Celtic Morning Prayer [S]

KEY:

[S] = Sandon Parish Church

[LB] = Little Baddow Parish Church

[LB URC] = Little Baddow United Reformed

Church Chapel

Please Note
The forthcoming repairs to St Mary’s Church roof will probably

commence in the new year and hopefully be completed by

Easter. The builders will erect scaffolding outside the church

before the winter and a temporary protective covering placed

over the roof. Internal scaffolding should not prevent normal

weekend use of the Church whilst the work is in progress during

the week.



 

 

THE LAUGHTER 

LIBRARY 
 
A vicar was worried about the bats in 

his church tower.  He had no idea how 

to get rid of them.  He consulted the 

vicar of a neighouring parish for 

advice.  He said "Oh, I had no 

problem with bats - I merely baptised 

them, had them confirmed and never 

saw them again". 

 

A bishop arrived at a church for a 

confirmation service and was testing 

the microphone before the service.   

He said quietly "There's something 

wrong with this".  The congregation 

replied - "And also with you". 

 

£300 is needed 

to fund the purchase of 30 NRSV 

Bibles for  

Saint Andrew’s Church 

 
We would like to place a New 

Revised Standard Version of the Bible 

in every pew, in every row of seats 

and in the two Choir stalls in Church.  

This will cost £10.00 per Bible and we 

need thirty.  Would you help by 

making a gift of £10.00 or more if 

possible?   

You may like to give a Bible in 

memory of someone, if that’s the 

case we can arrange for a name to 

be printed on a label and placed 

inside the cover of a Bible.  

If you would please send your 

donations to: The Revd. Clive 

Ashley, The Rectory, 25 The 

Lintons, Sandon CM2 7UA.  Cash 

in an envelope or a cheque made 

out to ‘Sandon PCC’ alternatively, 

if you are aTax payer, use a Gift 

Aid blue envelope obtainable in 

Church.  Marking the envelope 

‘BIBLE’ 

 

Thankyou. 

 

Clive 

   

Report from Sandon 

Parish Council August 

2012 
 

A quiet month as many people have 

been on holiday and this goes for 

both myself, councillors and 

several members of staff within 

ECC and Chelmsford.  At our last 

meeting, the question of securing 

the allotments in Hall Lane was 

discussed again as the officers from 

Chelmsford Council have finally 

agreed to allow the parish council 

to secure the site as the allotment 

holders have been experiencing 

some vandalism and inconsiderate 

dog fouling on their gardens.  We 

excellent lunch. We can certainly 

recommend the Bell for pub snacks 

and lunches!  

 After this the cyclists set off 

past the Cats Pub, well hidden away 

down Blue Mills Lane (and it was 

open!). After some three miles we got 

to Maldon the lane taking us through 

some amazingly narrow roads with 

unusual names such as Cut a Thwaite 

Lane etc. 

 Having attained The High 

Street Richard and Judy lead us 

around Maldon’s 8 or so churches and 

Meeting Houses. Of particular interest 

to me at least was the Quaker Meeting 

House in Butt Lane and the United 

Reformed Church on Market Hill. 

Here because it was a special Heritage 

Weekend we had a conducted tour of 

the premises to learn that this was 

where the expression ‘To go like 

Billio’ originated. This was derived 

from the Revd Joseph Billio, the First 

Minister who preached with such 

enthusiasm and fervour that the phrase 

‘like Billio’ passed into the English 

Language. 

 A lot of rarely opened places 

had been opened up to the public on 

this day so we took advantage of this!  

 The next port of call was St. 

Andrew’s Church at Heybridge at 

which point Richard and Judy headed 

back to Sandon via Maldon’s Market 

Hill which they climbed non stop 

before having a cream tea and then 

back to Sandon to meet some of the 

team manning our reception tables for 

cyclists here. 

The three remaining cyclists moved 

on to Little Totham Church and were 

invited to take a Tower Visit which 

we did! They have three very old 

bells not rung since the Second 

World War hanging in a timber 

framed tower bell chamber. They 

looked very dangerous!! 

 
  

Finally we moved on to Tollshunt 

Major’s Church and next to it 

visited Beckingham Hall’s 

Gatehouse which is a stunning 

Tudor edifice rarely opened to the 

Public. It was‘built’ by Stephen 

Beckingham shortly after 1543 but 

little of the rest of the Hall 

survives!  

 We had now completed 22 

miles of an absorbing, hot and 

memorable day! However the 

Cecils probably did about 50 

miles—but there were two of them! 

 Please sponsor us if you 

have not done so already. If you 

have then this is a special 

‘THANKYOU’. We hope to 

accumulate £350 for the Friends of 

Essex Churches Charity and for 

Church Funds. 

    

David Farrar 

 

 

“Be the change that you wish to see 

in the world.”  

 Mahatma Gandhi 



Future shows will include 

THE IRON LADY and  

MIRACLE ON 34STREET 

 

Feel free to bring your own 

refreshments and glasses. 

Tickets are priced at £5.00 for adults, 

£3 for children.  

 

Doors open 7pm for 7.30pm start. 

 

Book on  the phone or pay on the 

door. 

Contact Judy 224747, Julie 475976 or 

Narelle 223536 

Proceeds towards the Village Hall 

improvement fund 

 

“No one can make you feel inferior 

without your consent.”  

 Eleanor Roosevelt, This is My 

Story  

 

 

 
Ride and Stride 

2012 
 

This year we did miss Jack Whinney 

from our cycling group, following his 

nasty accident last year, but 5 of us 

did complete an elliptically shaped 

course having in the main started 

from Tollshunt Major and some 6 

hours later finishing there. 

 

 
 

Richard and Judy our tandem 

experts cycled some 20 miles from 

home to join us at our ‘start’, which 

this year was at my daughter 

Karen’s and son- in-law Robert’s 

house in Tollshunt Major. 

 Our route took us across 

country to Great Totham. Langford 

and then down to All Saints,Ulting. 

This church is right next to the 

River Chelmer and is in a beautiful 

setting, especially on such a lovely 

sunny day with which we were 

blessed . 

 
 
So after about 11 miles we arrived 

at the Bell Pub in Woodham Walter 

to have a garden lunch. My 

daughter Amanda and ‘better half’ 

Christine with two grandchildren 

arrived by car and we all had an 

will be looking at getting quotations 

for this over the next month and 

hopefully the work will be completed 

soon. 

Our noticeboards in Howe Green and 

by the village hall are now in a bad 

state of repair and we will also be 

looking at either refurbishing them or 

replacing them if cost allows. 

We have been actively pursuing the 

question of whether the parking 

situation in Brook View/Hall Lane 

area can be addressed and we are in 

discussion with Highways at ECC to 

see what can be done. Again, as 

mentioned last month, it is very 

difficult to communicate with the 

department but we will continue to 

chase this and other outstanding 

matters. 

Following the Localism Bill in 2011, 

the parish council (and other councils) 

have been required to review their 

Code of Conduct and this parish 

council adopted the new code at the 

last meeting.  It is now available to 

view on our website at 

www.sandon.info. The Annual Return 

for 2011/12 has now been approved 

by the Audit Commission and this is 

now available on the website although 

a copy can be provided to any 

parishioner should they wish to view 

it. 

A reminder that our meetings are held 

on the second Monday of each month 

and parishioners are very welcome to 

attend.  The parish office is manned 

normally on a Monday and Thursday 

morning although an answerphone is 

always available and emails are 

picked up on a regular basis too - our 

address being: 

parishclerk@sandon.info.   

Sue Dobson, Parish Clerk 

 

 

 POETS CORNER 
 

 

Already some of the leaves are 

starting to change colour and the 

days are shortening, and soon one 

of my favourite birds will be 

leaving us for warmer climes. Here 

is my tribute to them. 

Jack Whinney 

 

“The Swallow” 

Bird of joy and grace 

With jet-black, half bent wings; 

That cleaves the air and dives 

through space, 

Skims the close cut sward, swings 

Twists, turns, side steps and glides; 

With a touch of red and a long 

forked tail 

And glimpses of cream undersides.  

Effortlessly speeding, with wings 

which n’er fail. 

Building ‘neath the eaves with mud 

a nest,

A brood or two to feed, fledge, 

aerial ballet to teach. 

Then to the wires to gather, twitter 

and rest 

Before the off to fly south, Africa to 

reach.



  

HOWE GREEN 

UNITED REFORMED 

CHURCH 
  
This year at Howe Green we are again 

taking part in the Harvest for the 

Hungry project, based in Chelmsford, 

whereby specific items of food are 

collected together and sent to 

Bulgaria, where there is still a 

tremendous need. 

The request this year is similar to last 

year - flour, sugar,  lentils and long 

grain rice and there is a website 

www.harvestforthehungry.co.uk wher

e details can be seen of exactly what is 

needed and the results of last year.    

There will also be stand in "The 

Meadows" shopping centre and you 

may have seen a report of the launch 

of this years project in the local paper. 

If you would like to donate items but 

can not get them to the Church, or 

want any other information about the 

items requested, please contact Pam 

Knott 0n 471691. 

  

URC SERVICE OF HARVEST 

THANKSGIVING 

7 OCTOBER  at 11.00 a.m.  

Preacher -  Helen Poulter. 

The donated items are blessed at this 

service and then packed into boxes as 

required. 

From the  

EDITOR’S DESK 
 

Publication DEADLINE is 

midday on the 10
th

 of the 

month.   
 

 
You are invited to 

 

A Messy Church 

on Sunday 21st 

October 
 

10.30am start with tea, 

coffee, squash, biscuits cake 

(bring something along  to share) 
11.00am welcome with singing 

and prayers 

11.15am getting messy 

11.45am Bible time, singing and 

thank you prayers  

12.00  Finish and depart 

 

“Two things are infinite: the 

universe and human stupidity; and 

I'm not sure about the universe.”  

 Albert Einstein  

 

 

HARVEST SUPPER 

2012 

 
Sandon Village Hall 

Saturday 29
th

 September 
07:00 for 07:30 pm 

Tickets: £7.00 Adults £4.00 

Children 

Supper and entertainment 

Bring your own drinks 

 

Contacts: 
Janet Terry  

01245 472997 

Christine Mennie 

01245 281305 

David Farrar   

01245 471484 

      

SANDON VILLAGE 

HALL FILM NIGHT! 

Saturday 6th October 

2012

 

Come along to our opening night at 

Sandon Village Hall for our first 

film on Saturday 6th October 2012. 

Your local night out, with no 

parking fees, and no driving into 

town. 

Have a drink, watch a film and 

walk home. It’s what living in a 

village is all about. The first film 

we will be showing is 

THE BEST 
EXOTIC

MARIGOLD
HOTEL
Certificate 12A 

For a disparate group of English 

pensioners (Judi Dench, Bill Nighy, 

Maggie Smith, Tom Wilkinson, 

Penelope Wilton, Celia Imrie and 

Ronald Pickup), retirement takes an 

unconventional turn when they 

abandon their homeland, enticed by 

advertisements for 'THE BEST 

EXOTIC MARIGOLD HOTEL', a 

seemingly luxurious sanctuary for 

the elderly and beautiful in Jaipur, 

India. On arrival, they discover that 

the hotel falls somewhat short of 

the romantic idyll promised in the 

brochure, but they are gradually 

won over by the ever-optimistic 

young manager Sonny (Dev Patel), 

and embark on a new adventure, 

finding that life can begin again 

when you let go of the past.  

 



it had been lovely all the week and so 

we were able to tidy the churchyard 

and David and I spent a dirty hour 

scrubbing the BBQ. Thank you to 

David, Neil and, the man in charge, 

Matthew Read for setting up the tables 

and Gazebos early Sunday morning, 

At about 12.30 people began to arrive 

and an hour later the first food was 

ready, cooked expertly by our chefs 

David and Dennis. Having worried 

that we would not have enough food, 

we had plenty and it was delicious 

especially the desserts. Thank you to 

all the people who contributed food. 

After a very pleasant afternoon of 

laughter, love and friendship and very 

full stomachs (I am still trying to get 

those couple of pounds off, and I am 

sure I am not the only one) we all 

pitched in and cleared up. This is what 

church and village life is all about, 

coming together and enjoying each 

others company. 

Thank you to everyone who made it 

such a lovely afternoon and the added 

bonus for me was that I did not have 

to cook a dinner when I got home. 

 

Christine Mennie 

 

Receiving Holy 

Communion 
All communicant members of 

Christian Churches are invited to 

receive communion at Saint Andrew’s 

Church.  Those who do not wish to 

receive communion are invited to 

come forward for a blessing, at the 

Altar rail. 

Communicants requiring gluten-free 

wafers are asked to identify 

themselves to a Sides person before 

the service starts. 

BAPTISM and 

CONFIRMATION 
If you are not yet Baptised and/or 

Confirmed and would like to make 

some initial enquiries, please feel 

free to ask Clive (the Parish Priest) 

or call him on 01245 243862.  

 

“I'm selfish, impatient and a little 

insecure. I make mistakes, I am out of 

control and at times hard to handle. But 

if you can't handle me at my worst, 

then you sure as hell don't deserve me 

at my best.”  

 Marilyn Monroe  

What is 

Transforming

Presence?

A series of Wednesday

evening discussions led by

The Revd. Clive Ashley

12
th
,19

th
,26

th
September and 3

rd

October

7.30pm – 9.00pm

in Sandon Parish Church

No need to book a place – just

come

 

COFFEE MORNING 

 
I am holding a coffee morning on 

Friday 12
th

 October in the St. 

Andrew’s Room.  My daughters Vicki 

and Charlotte are running a half 

marathon to help raise funds for The 

Royal National Orthopaedic 

Hospital and need to raise £400 each 

so I thought I would give them a 

helping hand.  So please come along 

between 10am and 12pm and enjoy 

some delicious cakes a bit of a natter 

and also a raffle.   

Liz Bobeldijk 

 

Sandon WI
AUGUST MEETING 
Instead of the usual Open Evening 

held in August, the Committee 

decided to have a Garden Party when 

we could have a pleasant social 

afternoon sitting in the sunshine. 

Sadly, the weather for this 

disappointing summer was true to 

form, and we stayed indoors looking 

out at the rain. There were visitors 

from the Over Sixties Club which has 

now disbanded but had many 

connections to the WI in the past. 

 Pat Eden had arranged two 

difficult quizzes to test our brains, 

the first being won by Barbara 

Hodge’s table, which included 

several visitors from the Over 

Sixties Club, and after a tie break, 

the second one as won by Val 

Chiswell’s table.   

A very nice tea of scones, cream 

and jam was served and the raffle 

drawn. Thanks were given to 

Barbara for making the scones, to 

the ladies who served the tea, and 

to Mrs Jill Speakman who judged 

the competition for the best 

decorated hat, won by Pat Eden. 

The next meeting will be on 

October 11th at 2pm, when Mr 

Dudley Chignall will give a talk 

entitled “ Journey into Paradise” 

which is an insight into New 

Zealand.The meeting ended with 

the singing of Jerusalem. 

 

 
The Burgers have been 

…..and gone 
 

I do not know whether it was 

because it was held in the 

churchyard or that the Lord was 

definitely on our side but the 

weather for our annual church and 

village BBQ was beautiful. In fact 


